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ABSTRACT

Thomas F. Lucy's original herbarium of "The Upper Susquehanna Flora," fully

mounted and labeled for the Elmira Academy of Sciences in the 1 890's, has been

found at Elmira College. Although Index Herbariorum indicates that BUFcontains

the largest deposit of the collections of T. F. Lucy, these specimens are Lucy's

unmounted duplicates. T. F. Lucy did not die in Elmira, as earlier reported, but

had moved to Buffalo and died there in 1 906. Based on Lucy's collection, a working

herbarium has been established in Carnegie Science Hall at Elmira College. Current

research is focusing on updating Lucy's obsolete nomenclature, mapping the lo-

calities and collection sites, and identifying the duplicate specimens from BUF.
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THOMASFRANCIS LUCY

Thomas Francis Lucy was born in Worcester, England

Henry
Memorial

1906). At the time of the 1860 U.S. Census, Lucy, his mother,
and two siblings were living in Corning, NY. At age 21, he at-

tended Hobart College, Geneva, NY (Catalogue of Hobart Col-

lege, 1865-66), and received his M.D. from the Eclectic Medical
College in NewYork City at age 37 (Weaver, 1 890). Lucy married,
moved to Chemung County and at the time of the 1880 Census
was settled in Elmira, NY. Upon examining the Elmira City Di-
rectories, we found that Lucy was listed as a physician in 1887.

Between 1 88 1 and 1 889 he was a member of the American Society
of Microscopists (Weaver, 1890; Chi Phi Centennial Memorial
Vol., 1924), the Genesee Valley Eclectic Medical Society (Weaver,
1890) and the Elmira Academy of Sciences (1881). Sometime
around 1 900 Lucy moved out of Elmira; we found him listed in

the 1 90 1 Buffalo City Directory. Lucy died in Buffalo on 29 Oc-
tober 1906 of Blight's Disease (Bureau of Vital Statistics-Buffalo,
1 906). A detailed biography is currently in preparation.

THE LUCYCOLLECTIONS

From Index Herbariorum (Chaudhri et al., 1972) we learned
that Lucy's collections should be housed in the Field Museumof
Natural History in Chicago (F), the University of Minnesota Her-
barium (MIN), the Herbarium of the NewYork Botanical Garden
(NY), and the NewYork State Museum Herbarium (NYS). The
Index lists the Buffalo Museum of Science (BUF) as the main
repository for his collection, but does not mention Elmira College.
Wevisited BUF in March. 1986. and found what anneared to be

specimens
specimens

used by Lucy and tied into bundles. Within each bundle, numbers
were found penciled along the edges of some newspapers. In most
cases this number was the only identification of a particular spec-
imen and of the next few un-numbered specimens. To the curators
at BUF, these numbers had no significance. Comparison of these
numbers with the Patterson (1892) and Heller (1898) check-list
numbers found on the herbarium labels of the Elmira College
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DECEMBER,1*90.

The recent pul>Iicafw» of rf>e Fl«*ra of the Susquehanna, by Mr. Willard N. Clute, of

the Botanical Garden, has brought to the notice of American botanists, for the first time,

the distribution of the species therein enumerated for this re. ion of the stale. Having

assisted in the botanical work therein outlined, and having for the past thirty years been

particularly interested in the Flora of the Chemung River Valley, and the smaller streams

tributary to it. which has-resuhed in a critical studv of this flora and also the collection of a

large number of duplicate species, all the more critical ones of which having l>een determined

by comparison at the Herbariums of Columbia University and the Botanical Garden, New

York City f the undesigned is prepared to offer specimens, carefully prepared ami labeled,

of the above Flora at the rate of Five Dollars per 100 specie*, charges for less than ioo in

spec

to pay their own transportation charges.

t
Lists of species per Patterson's or Heller's check list as desired.

Add

THOMASFRANCIS LUCY, M. D.,

215 Mt. Zoar Strekt, Ei.mi*a, N. Y

.*

Figure 1. Photocopy of the flyer distributed in 1899 advertising for sale, at

the rate of five dollars per 1 00 species, duplicate specimens of the Flora of the

Upper Susquehanna, listed per Patterson's or Heller's check list (Smithsonian

Institution Archives).

specimens

collection referred to Patterson's Check List. Apparently Lucy

was using the Patterson and Heller numbers as a shorthand ref-

erence to his duplicate specimens. Some label information was

within these bundled specimens incom

Most specimens contained no label information at all. With some
with
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and date written in an abbreviated form

ty of Elmira or Sullivan Hill, he would 1

or the most Dart, the dates aooear as "1

ww -•^__.*9
city or

The few completed labels found with the specimens at BUFvaried

in design and did not have the extensive information that we
found so frequently in the collection at Elmira.

Labels found at MIN and at the Smithsonian Institution her-

baria (US) were similar to those located at BUF. According to

the old record books at MIN, the herbarium received 266 spec-

imens from Lucy between 1895 and 1898. Gerald B. Ownbey,
former curator at MIN, believes that these specimens were sent

unmounted since the specimens are mounted on paper used at

MIN in the 1890's. "The labels are . . . the ones that came with

specimens and are unaltered" (letter from

through i

mounted

specimens found at US

of MIN, NY, NYSand BUF could not supply us with any ad-

ditional information, but a reply from the archivist at USclarified

the reason why so many duplicates were found at BUF. Among
the documents received was a printed flyer dated December 1 899,

advertising that Lucy had for sale duplicate specimens from the

Flora of the Upper Susquehanna (Figure 1 ). These specimens,

Lucy indicated in the flyer, could be referenced to "Patterson's

or Heller's check-list as desired" (Smithsonian Institution Ar-

chives). On the basis of the knowledge of this flyer and our re-

search revealing that Lucy had moved to Buffalo ca. 1 900 and
died there in 1 906, we confirmed our belief that the specimens
at BUFwere indeed Lucy's duplicates.

THE UPPERSUSQUEHANNAFLORA

WhenWillard Nelson Clute started working on his Flora of the

Upper Susquehanna and its Tributaries (1898), nothing had been
published on the flora around the headwaters of the Susquehanna

W
survey, Clute turned

E. Fenno, J. A. Graves, D. F. Hoy, C. F. Millspaugh, and T. F.

Lucy. The Flora of the Upper Susquehanna was important as it

was the "connecting link between the 'flora of the Lackawanna
and Wyoming Valleys' [Dudley and Thurston, 1892] and the
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'Cayuga Flora' [Dudley, 1886] and thus completed] the chain of

local floras extending from eastern Pennsylvania to Lake Ontario"

(Clute, 1898). Its preface stated that Lucy devoted 30 years to

specimens of the Chemung
Elmira

com
(Clute, 1 898). This "nearly complete collection" is the one now
in our possession.

THE ELMIRA ACADEMYOF SCIENCES

Elmira Academy
astronomical

mira Academy
servatory (Figure 2), which was located across from the Elmira

Female College (name changed to Elmira College in 1890; Barber,

1955). In 1881, the Elmira Academy of Sciences "turned the

observatory over to the [Elmira Female] college, complete with its

excellent equipment and a wonderul heritage" (Barber, 1955).

The Forty-Fourth Annual Catalogue of Elmira College (1 898-99)

reports that the Observatory also contained a museum which

housed many natural history

Observatory's museum that

Elmira

chairman

mention

Elmira and vicinitv" is found in the Forty-Fifth

1900) as a description for the

; same entry

reports that an additional "large exhibit is expected in the near

alogue of Elmi)
" museum"

We
Elmira Academy

Elmira College's news magazine, and a letter dated uct o-
1

v

from Lucy to Charles Peck, State Botanist, Albany, NY, <

firmed our assumption. The Sibyl provided us with a full

museum
specimens

m
mined after the latest botanical nomenclature. The principle [sicj

collection is due to the interest of Dr. T. F. Lucy, of Elmira, . .

."

(Brooks, 1 900). The Lucy letter states, "There are probably over
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Figure 2. Photograph of the Elmira Academy of Sciences' Astronomical Ob-

servatory, begun in 1858-59, and located across from the Elmira Female College.

The Academy held their meetings in the Observatory building. In 1881 the build-

ing was turned over to the college; it was razed in 1939.

mounted sheets now deposited in the Ford museum at El-

[College]." Wepresume that prior to the Observatory's raz-

the summer of 1939 (Pott, 1939), the rest of the contents

; Observatory's museum was moved to the Ford Museum
llett Hall {Forty-Fifth Annual Catalogue of Elmira College,

-1900), the music buildine of the Elmira Female College.1899-1900), the

The Ford museum is i

barium collection came

brought

1950's.

assume that the herbarium

specimens

specimen
information. Along with the collection number

name
included cross references to Britton and Brown's (1896-98) first

edition of an Illustrated Flora; Patterson's ( 1 892) Numbered Check-
list; Heller's (1898) numbers from the Catalogue of North Amer-
ican Plants; and finally (in the bottom right hand corner) the

number from Durand's ( 1 887) Index Generum Phanerogamorum
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Figure 3 . Photograph of a typical label found in the Lucy herbarium collection

at Elmira College. Lucy's collection number appears on the upper right of the

label. The Patterson (1892), Heller (1898) and Durand (1887) numbers appear on

the lower right. Across the bottom of the label is found reference to the first edition

of Britton and Brown (1896-98). Note the typeset title above the label, The Upper

Susquehanna Flora, Elmira Academy of Sciences, and the annotation initials of

Stanley J. Smith to the left of title.

(Figure 3). As if this were not enough, other information such as

synonyms, subspecies, varieties, and the common name were

often recorded around the borders and squeezed in between the

lines.

Another interesting aspect of the Academy's collection was the

multinle labels found on some of the specimens. When Lucy

mounted a specimen
ght corner

information and cross-referencing (but excluding the collection

number) and placed the original collector's label in the lower left

In some cases where specimens of the same species were collected

separately by two botanists, the plants were mounted together on

corner

herbarium

labels or handwritten initials (Figure 3) of Stanley J. Smith (who

became curator of NYS), were affixed above or to the left olDr.

Lucy's labels. Apparently, Smith, then a graduate student at Cor-
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nell, studied and reclassified many of the specimens in Lucy's

collection (Anon, 1945a, 1945b).

THE ELMIRA COLLEGEHERBARIUM

The Academy's herbarium collection has been relocated to the

newly established Elmira College Herbarium in Carnegie Hall.

This collection has been extensively renovated, alphabetized by
family, and repaired where needed. Label information has been

compiled on a computer database (IBM PC-File III) for easy

reference. The collection has been housed along with collections

Hyypio, former

Hortorium (BH) at Cornell

SUNY
Elmira

Elmira

herbarium
collection, current research by both undergraduate and graduate

students is focusing on updating the obsolete nomenclature, map-
ping the localities of the collection sites, identifying the specimens
from BUF, and incorporating many of them into the Elmira Col-

lege Herbarium. Wewelcome use of this resource by other bot-

anists.
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